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registration will not be under the law; it will be outside that law,
which will therefore not apply to such registration. There is no need
to withdraw the Gazette notice regarding the registration for, since the
time-limit is over, the notice is already invalid.
WHAT ABOUT LICENCES?
The notice about licences stands, and it has therefore been agreed
that, except the blacklegs, all Indians may carry on trade without
licences for the time being. They will get licences after the new regis-
tration is legalized, and meanwhile no one will be prosecuted for trading
without a licence.
WHAT ABOUT FINGER-IMPRESSIONS?
"Ten impressions if you give, humbled will your manhood be."
Will Mr. Gandhi, forgetting the songs that were then sung, now advise
the giving of finger-impressions ? Mr. Gandhi has answered this, and
repeats the reply, "Yes, I do give such advice. Our campaign is not
against finger-prints but against the law. It is enough that we will
not have to submit to the law. It will be disgraceful to give signatures
under the law, but as long as we do not submit to it, we may give finger-
prints, and more, without disgrace. The song above was about the
law. Finger-impressions and suchlike were only symbols of that law.
A prisoner is recognized by the dress he wears. In a ditty about that
prisoner we may describe his shirt; but the same dress, donned by a
gentleman because he chooses to or by an Englishman at a fancy-dress
ball, does not make either of them a prisoner."
Mr. Gandhi and other Indians deserve credit for having given
18 digit-impressions while in gaol. They did no wrong in giving them.
In fact, it would have been wrong of them to have refused to give
them. The paper on which the impressions were given, if available,
would be worth framing. For going to gaol amo.unted to opening the
door for the eventual freedom of Indians. Whatever happened in gaol
should therefore be welcomed, if it was otherwise reasonable.
A silken cord can be used to hang a man. When it is so used it
will become an object of fear. But the same cord can be used for stringing
a necklace, and then it becomes an ornament.
It is not yet finally'settled that ten finger-prints will have to be
given. The matter is still under discussion. If, however, we are required
to give them in return for the repeal of the law, it would be childish to
fight against the provision. It would be like running after a fire-fly
in preference to the sun.
Moreover, [the system of] ten finger-prints has now been introduced
for the whites also under the immigration law, and one cannot stress
the point. It should normally have teen needless to go into all this.